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&y xEvery Presndent for the past ‘90 years who
¥ 2, .- | has studied:access to foreign document col-
After six years on the POHUC&I defenswe “lections has concluded that the : government,.

’a(torney, William Kennedy, to drop the inZ:' ;
s vestigation—in effect,.engage in'a cover-up; I |
—because ‘it feared that. .an »mdxctment ]
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the Central Intelligence Agency and its al-
'lxes in - the- intelligence community hava
restrict public information about and over-
swhtohmengenceactwmesr L

Withr strong suppor: from the. Reacan
Adrmmstratxon and conservatives in
.Congress, the intelligence communpity has
won three polmcal VI"tG“‘leS in the pa"‘
montn .

TLIA Hew executwe o’der that keens se-
“cret™a massive collection of forexrrn-pohc Y.
“and defense docuinents that previously had
been available’ for mspectxon by scbo:a's
'and_}ournahsts - AL
“:“~The firing by Presxdent Reagan of d"e

firmed to.a. newspaper-that the” Justice’
Departmem. was.anveshg'atzrg a’ for‘ner
‘Mexican offxcxal ‘who was also a CIA intel-
‘ligence “source, for "h.b involverient i &
mulumllxon-dollar‘ "Caleorma"’ car-t"xef £

-—Passage by Congress of the agent——
1dentmes bill, which makes it a erime for a-
news organization toidentify anintelligence
agent or source,.even if the agent or source
is violating federal or state law aaency rev-
ulations orpresidential policy. . =~ " <. - i
The CIA believes that it is quickly restor-.
ing the legal protections that it had before’
the Watergate scandals and the V’etnam
War.,- ey B e G el
3 After the Watergate and V:etnam disclo--

‘mation, the agéncy.lost a great deal of popu-"
‘lar -and political support, especrally in Con-
gress and with the Ford and Carter Admn-
istrations. --I¥E 2N ;
*- Congress was so upset 53 ¥ the, dlsc’csues
of the illegal CIA covert activities in his.
country and abroad that -it established a
‘complex oversight structuré reguiring the
.CIA director to report to 14 congressional .
"subcommittées on. intelligence ~activities; -
Both the' former CIA director, Stansfield -
Turner, and the current-director; William |
Casey, have. complamed that it is difficult to,
keep intelligence secrets and sources under-
wraps with so much exposure -on. Capltol
"Hl" T ‘ ‘J ": ..L be ;-‘-):e‘-'
= r 'I‘he CIA has a)so complamed about the
federal Freedom of Information Act and the"
dec!assnfymv of foreign documents, which:
; started dunng the Ensenhower Admm:stra-

ahon. RS Cs :*"' '\-., ’,‘ pRALE ‘,~.~—--;'

-

Jaunched a- successful counteroiiensive to [ mfomqat;onthatposesno

US attorney in‘San Diego after he con-: |

Sures of the CIA’s misdeeds and ‘nisinfor—

~nartxcu]ar}y ‘the intelligence agencies, cla

| cess, and through a series of secret briefings

{ligence-and defense»plannmg nfo—matlon

Feliminating . the automatic’ time-reledseé of*

sifies too much—or insistson keepma secret
tantxal danger
to national security.
L - A series of presxdentxal study’ groups ‘have I}
densed systems to. release an” mcreasmg‘
“Emount of information. Presxdent J'mmy- :
_Carter " signed- an: ‘executive order :that |
aliowed documents to be released it they
| posed no “xdennfxable dange ‘t0 national
security: He' also setup a system whereby
[ foreign-policy: documents’ “were released
‘automatically after 5t0 30" years, dependma
‘on .the levehof classification. "‘Under this
 'system, journalists “discovered rthat” CIA
_agents were conductmg xﬂegalall)lreak-ms in}
L 4

" However, the CIA ‘had a difficult time
provmg its case, because jt had never lost a%

close classified information nor had any
court ever ordered the 1dentxty of a CIA
source disclosed,. - “oiH w -

The CIA then tu.ned to the polmcal pro- -

u-.-

persuaded the new Administration and Con-"
gress that.access to foreign-2ffairs intel-;

had tobe restricted. o i) i ,

Tiffie. resultin Congrcss was the a cnt-:
1denutxes bill. The result in the White House,
_was. the new. executive order by R agan’

' foreign-affairs “documents . and allpwing:
‘such information to be kept secret foréver if-
fdisclosure :would pose any—rather' than:
"1denhfxable"—-damagq to Amerlca’§ na-’;‘
tional security:”.:

cy'’s persuasion is perhaps best illustrated; :
by thé San Diego incident.'There, a former| B
‘head of Mexico’s federal security agency,’
who also was a CIA source, ‘was bei g m- :
vestxgated for his alleged involvemett in &

% AS.a reault, the US attor?ney was fired
And, as'g San Diego editor'said to a Wash-
ington reporter,“Under the CIA's theory,

source could commit murder “and get. away

suit in court where it+was reguired to dis-= * '

Bul the strength of the mtemgence ageni’l

Ting that stole cars xn Cahforma for resale m ki
Mexico, 57 " ¥, s

_‘ “The Justxce Department urged the US 2




